
What in the WORD is Going On?  -  Part 5 / JUDGMENT 
 
Revelation 20:11-15  

11
 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, 

from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no 
place for them. 

12
 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and 

the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works. 

13
 And the sea gave up the dead which were 

in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they 
were judged every man according to their works. 

14
 And death and hell were 

cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
15

 And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.  

 
TIMELINE: 
Signs – now  /  Rapture – soon  /  Tribulation – seven 
Millennium – one thousand  /  Judgment – end  /  Eternity – forever 
 
At the Great White Throne Judgment, every human being from every age 
will stand before God the Righteous Judge. Facing God on that final day 
when mercy is gone forever will be terrifying. It will be an incredible 
scene when every criminal and every king, every pauper and every 
billionaire stand before their Creator. Take a look at your encyclopedia 
sometime, and imagine the parade of history that will pass before the 
Holy Judge! 
 
JUDGED BY WORKS: 
 

Revelation 20:12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which 
is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their works. 
 
THE BOOKS WERE OPENED: 
 

Word of God 

 John 12:48  He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath 
one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall 
judge him in the last day.  

 

Thoughts / Motives 

 Romans 2:16  In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men 
by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.  

 

Words 

 Matthew 12:36  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.  

 
YOU MUST GET YOUR NAME IN THE BOOK OF LIFE! 

Every human being from every age will be at the Great White Throne 
Judgment – except the children of God! Those who have experienced 
Bible salvation will never stand at the Great White Throne Judgment 
because their sins have been atoned in the death, burial and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.  
 

The Bible does speak of a judgment for Christians, however. If this is not 
referring to the judgment of sin, what is it a judgment of? The Bible 
teaches that every Christian will be judged, not for their SIN, but for 
their SERVICE, at the Judgment Seat of Christ. This event serves a 
completely different purpose; it is not to judge unbelievers for eternal 
punishment, but rather to evaluate believers for eternal reward. It is also 
unique in that it is limited to those who have been saved between 
Pentecost and the Rapture. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; 

that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad.  

 
The Greek term for “judgment seat” referred to a platform in the middle of 
Roman cities, from which public gatherings could be addressed, court 
cases could be judged, justice could be administered, and rewards could 
be distributed. If the historical function of the “bema” is any indication, this 
future accounting of our faithfulness by the Lord will take place publicly. 
That’s why Jesus spoke of rewarding “openly” that which is now done “in 
secret.” Little wonder that God will have to wipe away tears in Heaven! 
 
Matthew 6:4  That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in 

secret himself shall reward thee openly.  
 

Revelation 21:4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 

shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain: for the former things are passed away.  

 
Those who believe that a Christian’s deeds subsequent to salvation carry 
no eternal consequences have overlooked a major area of biblical 
theology. They basically believe Heaven will be the same for every 
believer, that as long as they are “in” that’s all that matters. But the Bible 
strongly disagrees! Paul says that it is possible to be saved, but still 
“suffer loss” when our life’s work is “revealed by fire,” undoubtedly 
referring to the penetrating gaze of Jesus at the Judgment Seat. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:11-15  
11

 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. 

12
 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, 

precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 
13

 Every man's work shall be made 

manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

14
 If any man's work abide which 

he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
15

 If any man's work shall be 

burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.  



Paul teaches us that there are two categories of Christian works, our 
temporal investments (wood, hay and stubble) and our eternal 
investments (gold, silver and precious stones). Not long before this was 
written, Corinth suffered a fire. Houses of wood, hay or straw were 
destroyed, but homes and temples of costly stones were left standing. 
 

Paul’s comparison is obvious: Wood, hay and stubble can be purchased 
much cheaper, can be found on the surface of the earth quite easily, and 
will not survive the fire. Gold, silver and precious stones are much more 
costly, are only found deep in the earth through hard work, and are 
refined by the fire. Though each Christian life begins on the same 
foundation (salvation in Jesus Christ), only the life built around eternal 
priorities is worthy of reward.  
 

In Scripture, gold represents God’s glory, silver is the metal of 
redemption, and precious stones represent the redeemed saints of God. 
Therefore, it is accurate to say that only deeds done for the glory of God, 
the winning of souls, or the service of the church constitute a basis for 
our eternal reward. Nothing else matters at the Judgment Seat! Some 
Christians are building on the right foundation with the wrong materials 
(works of the flesh instead of works of the spirit). They will lose their 
eternal reward. They may be saved, but they may be responsible for 
many others being lost! They may be saved, but they will suffer the loss 
of eternal reward. 
 

Preview eternity with me for a moment and look around at all the 
apostles, missionaries, pastors and saints of all the ages, awaiting their 
reward at the Judgment Seat ... the line goes on forever. They are all 
watching as the books are opened. Would you like to volunteer to have 
your record read first before that great multitude? No wonder A.W. Tozer 
said, “We’ll hardly get our feet out of time into eternity that we’ll bow our 
heads in shame and humiliation. We’ll gaze on eternity and say, ‘Look at 
all the riches there were in Jesus Christ, and I’ve come to the Judgment 
Seat almost a pauper.’” 
 

Christians, what we DO in time determines what we will BE in 
eternity! Have you ever seen the little plaque that reads, “Only one life, 
‘twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last”? A heartwarming 
sentiment, but not all that anonymous poet wrote. The second line 
continues, “And when I am dying, how happy I’ll be, if the lamp of my life 
has been burned out for Thee.”  
 
1 John 2:28  And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we 

may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 

 
1 Timothy 5:24  Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to 

judgment; and some men they follow after.  

 
PASSOVER – “God has already been here” (my judgment at Calvary!) 


